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Welcome to Vocaleyes Newsletter issue 20 – covering Autumn 2005 from September 2005 to January 2006.

There are 6 sections in this Newsletter, as follows:

Section 1 
Vocaleyes update

Section 2
A list of audio described performances from September 2005 

Section 3
About the shows

Section 4
Events and Festivals

Section 5
Museums, Galleries and Heritage Sites

Section 6
The Vocaleyes experience: how to book, introductory tapes, touch tour, headsets, transport and contacting Vocaleyes

SECTION 1 
Vocaleyes update

We couldn’t start this Newsletter without telling you about the exciting work we have been doing over the summer.  You may remember from the Spring Newsletter that we had been approached by the Greenwich and Docklands International Festival to describe their outdoor spectaculars, which was dependent on funding.  The funding was successful and we have had a stimulating summer rising to the challenges that such events bring.

We also continued to develop our relationship with the Royal Albert Hall by describing the English National Ballet’s Romeo & Juliet in June and look forward to further collaborations there.

Having described a record number of shows this summer, our Autumn season is equally as active with many delights in store; for example the tour of the National Theatre’s Olivier Award winning production The History Boys. Other highlights include Tom’s Midnight Garden for the Unicorn Theatre, who open their wonderful new premises by Tower Bridge in London in late November, and two described performances of Miss Saigon at Belfast Grand Opera House, their first described performances.

We are also moving into exciting new realms with the Museums, Galleries and Heritage programme; further details can be found in section five.
And finally….with the recent redesign of our website we thought it would be a good time to develop the Vocaleyes Newsletter and would therefore appreciate any comments you may have (both good and bad) about the existing Newsletter format and changes you would like made to the layout and content.  

We hope you enjoy the Autumn season and as always look forward to receiving your feedback.

SECTION 2
Audio-described performances from September 2005

Ticket prices are given for each show. Whilst companions can often get one ticket at the same concessionary rate, please note that pricing and policy vary from theatre to theatre. To find out more, call the bookings number given with each listing.

Shakespeare’s Globe, 21 New Globe Walk, Bankside, LONDON, SE1 9DT

Sunday 11th Sept - 1.00pm 

THE STORM

Price: £13

Touch Tour: 11.00am

Bookings: 020 7902 1409

www.shakespeares-globe.org
Royal Court Theatre, Sloane Square, LONDON, SW1W 8AS

Saturday 24th September - 3.30pm

HARVEST

Price: £20 (concessions £9)

Touch Tour: 2.00pm

Bookings: 020 7565 5100

www.royalcourttheatre.com
Donmar Warehouse, 41 Earlham Street, LONDON, WC2H 9LX

Saturday 1st October - 2.30pm

THE PHILANTHROPIST

Price: £12 (reduced from £26)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 020 7845 5813

www.donmarwarehouse.com 

Theatre Royal, 100 Grey Street, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, NE1 6BR

Thursday 6th October - 7.30pm
THE HISTORY BOYS
Price: £2 off tickets - please call Box Office for details

Touch Tour: 6.00pm 

Bookings: 0870 905 5060
www.theatreroyal.co.uk
Almeida Theatre, Almeida Street, LONDON, N1 1TA

Saturday 8th October - 3.00pm

ROMANCE

Price: £10 (reduced from £29.50)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 020 7288 4999

www.almeida.co.uk
Palace Theatre, Clarendon Road, WATFORD, WD17 1JZ

Saturday 8th October – 3.00pm

THE MEMORY OF WATER

Price: £11 - £19 (£5 for visually impaired patrons)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 01923 225671

www.watfordtheatre.co.uk
Edinburgh Playhouse, 18 – 22 Greenside Place, EDINBURGH, EH1 3AA

Tuesday 11th Oct - 7.30pm & Wednesday 12th October - 2.30pm

MISS SAIGON

Price: Evening £18 (reduced from £36) / Matinee £14.75 (reduced from £29.50) 

Bookings: 0131 524 3301 or 0800 587 5007

Touch Tour: tbc

www.getlive.co.uk
Hampstead Theatre, Eton Avenue, Swiss Cottage, LONDON, NW3 3EU

Thursday 13th October - 7.30pm

NATHAN THE WISE

Price: £10 (reduced from £19)

Touch Tour: 6.00pm

Bookings: 020 7722 9301

www.hampsteadtheatre.com
Theatre Royal, Royal Parade, PLYMOUTH, PL1 2TR

Saturday 15th October - 2.30pm

THE HISTORY BOYS

Price: please call the box office for details

Touch Tour: 1.00pm 

Bookings: 01752 267222

www.theatreroyal.com
Lyceum Theatre, Norfolk Street, Sheffield

Thursday 20th October - 7.45pm

THE HISTORY BOYS

Prices: please call box office for details

Touch Tour: 6.15pm 

Bookings: 0114 249 6000

www.sheffieldtheatres.co.uk
The Lowry, Pier 8, SALFORD QUAYS, M50 3AZ

Saturday 5th November - 2.00pm

THE HISTORY BOYS

Price: £10.50 - £20 with £2 off and a free ticket for a companion

Touch Tour: 1.00pm

Bookings: 0870 787 5790

www.thelowry.com
Hampstead Theatre, Eton Avenue, Swiss Cottage, LONDON, NW3 3EU

Thursday 10th November – 7.30pm

COMFORT ME WITH APPLES

Price: £10 (reduced from £19)

Touch Tour: 6.00pm

Bookings: 020 7722 9301

www.hampsteadtheatre.com
Sadlers Wells, Rosebery Avenue, LONDON, EC1P 4TN

Saturday 12th November – 7.30pm

ONE TOUCH OF VENUS

Ticket Price: £20 and free ticket for companion for Sadlers Wells Access List Members – Please call 020 7863 8096 for details

Touch Tour: tbc

Bookings: 0870 737 7737

Website - www.operanorth.co.uk
Theatre Royal Glasgow, 282 Hope Street, GLASGOW, G2 3QA

Thursday 17th November - 2.30pm

THE HISTORY BOYS

Price: £3 off top three prices

Touch Tour: 1.00pm

Bookings: 0141 240 1133

www.theatreroyalglasgow.com
Donmar Warehouse, 41 Earlham Street, LONDON, WC2H 9LX 

Saturday 19th November - 2.30pm

THE GOD OF HELL

Price: £12 (reduced from £26)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 020 7845 5813

www.donmarwarehouse.com
Grand Opera House, Great Victoria Street, BELFAST, BT2 7HR

Friday 25th November - 7.45pm & Saturday 26th November - 2.30pm

MISS SAIGON

Prices: Evening £37.25 (reduced from £42.25) / Matinee £28.75 (reduced from £33.25)

Touch Tour: 25th November - 5.45pm & 26th November - 12.30pm

Bookings: 02890 241919

www.goh.co.uk
Milton Keynes Theatre, 500 Marlborough Gate, MILTON KEYNES, MK9 3NZ

Saturday 26th November - 2.30pm

THE HISTORY BOYS

Price: £4 off top three price bands

Touch Tour: 1.00pm 

Bookings: 0870 060 6652

www.miltonkeynestheatre.com
Palace Theatre, Clarendon Road, WATFORD, WD17 1JZ

Saturday 26th November – 3.00pm

QUEEN’S ENGLISH

Price: £11 - £19 (£5 for visually impaired patrons)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 01923 225671

www.watfordtheatre.co.uk
Alhambra Theatre, Morley Street, BRADFORD, BD17 1AJ

Saturday 3rd December - 2.30pm

PETER PAN

Price: £10 each for visually impaired patron and companion

Touch Tour: 10.30am followed by Workshop

Bookings: 01274 432000

www.bradford-theatres.co.uk
Hampstead Theatre, Eton Avenue, Swiss Cottage, LONDON, NW3 3EU

Saturday 10th December – 3.00pm

THE RUBENSTEIN KISS

Price: £10 (reduced from £19)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 020 7722 9301

www.hampsteadtheatre.com
Unicorn Theatre, Tooley Street, LONDON, SE1 2HZ

Sunday 11th December – 2.30pm

TOM’S MIDNIGHT GARDEN

Price: £12.50 for Adults / £8.50 for Under 16’s

Touch Tour: tbc

Bookings: 0870 0534 534

www.unicorntheatre.com
Almeida Theatre, Almeida Street, LONDON, N1 1TA

Saturday 17th December – 3.00pm

THE HYPOCHONDRIAC

Price: £10 (reduced from £29.50)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 020 7288 4999

www.almeida.co.uk
The Playhouse, High Street, WESTON-SUPER-MARE, BS23 1HP 

Monday 2nd January - 7.00pm & Tuesday 3rd January - 2.30pm 

CINDERELLA

Price: £9.50 for Adults (reduced from £14) / £8.50 for children and companions

Touch Tour: 2nd January - 5.45pm & 3rd January - 1pm

Bookings: 01934 417117

www.theplayhouse.co.uk
Palace Theatre, Clarendon Road, WATFORD, WD17 1JZ Saturday 7th January – 2.00pm

CINDERELLA

Price: £12.50 - £18.50 (£5 for visually impaired patrons)

Touch Tour: 12.30pm

Bookings: 01923 225671

www.watfordtheatre.co.uk
Her Majesty’s Theatre, Haymarket, LONDON, SW1Y 4QL

Monday 9th January – 7.30pm & Tuesday 10th January - 2.30pm

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

Price: £23.75 (reduced from £47.50)

Touch Tour: tbc

Bookings: 0870 850 9171

www.thephantomoftheopera.com
Donmar Warehouse, 41 Earlham Street, LONDON, WC2H 9LX 

Saturday 14th January – 2.30pm

THE WILD DUCK

Price: £12 (reduced from £26)

Touch Tour: 1.30pm

Bookings: 020 7845 5813

www.donmarwarehouse.com
For additional information about audio-described shows you can go to the RNIB’s website at www.rnib.co.uk and for additional shows in London, the website address is www.officiallondontheatre.co.uk
SECTION 3
More about the shows
CINDERELLA (Pantominme)

The most magical pantomime of them all. Cinderella has love, laughter, magic and sparkle, this pantomime feast truly does have it all.  The invitations are out so get your ticket for this spectacular treat – and you shall go to the ball!

COMFORT ME WITH APPLES (Drama)

Set in an unprofitable family orchard deep in the heart of Somerset, Comfort Me With Apples is a bittersweet, gentle and richly evocative tale about life in our changing rural landscape.

HARVEST (Drama)

Richard Bean’s comic new play sweeps through four generations of a Yorkshire farming family fighting to protect their livelihood.

MISS SAIGON (Musical)
Set in 1975 during the final days leading up to the American evacuation of Saigon, Cameron Mackintosh’s new production of Boublil and Schonberg’s legendary musical, Miss Saigon is an epic love story about the relationship between an American GI and a young Vietnamese woman.  

NATHAN THE WISE (Drama)

Jerusalem, 1192.  An uneasy stalemate exists between the Muslim forces of Saladin and the Western Crusaders.  Caught in the middle, the Jews.  All sides respect Nathan for his wisdom and wealth. But in a war-zone no one is secure.  Banned by the Nazis, Lessing’s 18th century masterpiece is a passionate plea for religious tolerance.  Starring Michael Pennington.

ONE TOUCH OF VENUS (Opera)

A big hit when it opened in New York in 1943, this fabulous romantic musical comedy is packed with ‘hummable’ songs, fabulous dance sequences, and a sub-plot that could have been lifted from a comic caper movie, all alongside a gallery of sparkling characters. 

PETER PAN (Ballet)

Following a hugely successful run in Leeds last Christmas and a national tour, Northern Ballet Theatre bring their fantastic family ballet of Peter Pan, complete with fairies, wild animals and death-defying feats of flying, to the Alhambra for a pre-Christmas treat.

QUEEN’S ENGLISH  (Comedy) 

An Englishman, an Irishwoman, a Scotsman and a Welshman have rubbed along for years teaching the English language to foreigners in a less than stately Hertfordshire pile, but all that is about to change.  Vanessa Brooks biting topical comedy pokes a finger at ideas of national identity, class and Britain’s role in the modern world.

ROMANCE (Comedy)

David Mamet's Romance is an uproarious courtroom farce, which lampoons the American judicial system and exposes the hypocrisy surrounding personal prejudices and political correctness - wildly humorous and often gob-smackingly outrageous, this play contains continuously strong and explicit language and is not recommended for those under 16 years old.

THE GOD OF HELL (Drama)

Directed by Kathy Burke, this new play by Sam Shepard is an uncompromising black comedy.  Frank and Emma are American dairy farmers, alone in the Mid-West.  Suddenly there’s a mysterious man hiding in their basement; and a slick government official has come knocking at their door.  The cast is Ewen Bremner, Ben Daniels, Stuart McQuarrie and Lesley Sharp.

THE HISTORY BOYS (Drama)

An unruly bunch of bright, funny sixth-form boys in pursuit of sex, sport and a place at university. A maverick English teacher at odds with the young and shrewd supply teacher. A headmaster obsessed with results and a history teacher who thinks he’s a fool.  In Alan Bennett’s play, staffroom rivalry and the anarchy of adolescence provoke insistent questions about history and how you teach it: about education and its purpose.

THE HYPOCHONDRIAC (Drama / Comedy)

From one of the greatest comic writers in French history, Moliére's classic farce pokes fun at Argan, a man so greedily obsessed by his own imaginary ailments, he can no longer control his chaotic household or the mercenary medics he employs. 

THE MEMORY OF WATER  (Drama)

Shelagh Stephenson’s Olivier Award winning comedy is a touching yet funny look at how three very different sisters are thrown together once again under the watchful eye of their recently departed mother.

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (Musical)

Based on Gaston Leroux’s gothic novel this is the hugely successful romantic musical tale of a disfigured composer who haunts the magnificent Paris Opera House and falls in love with Christine, a beautiful young soprano, to whom he gives singing lessons. But when a dashing young aristocrat also craves Christine’s attention, the composer’s jealousy turns to rage.

THE PHILANTHROPIST (Comedy)

Written as a response to Moliere’s The Misanthrope and first performed at the Royal Court in 1970, this biting ‘bourgeois comedy’ examines the empty, insular lives of college intellectuals.  The cast includes Simon Russell Beale.

THE RUBENSTEIN KISS (Drama)
Crossing the generations, The Rubenstein Kiss walks the dark corridors of history to reveal the torment of a family, a quest for atonement and the truth about the most famous crime of the century.  Inspired by a true story, the cast includes Samantha Bond, Will Keen and Gary Kemp.

THE STORM (Comedy)

A modern practices production exploring clothing, music and dance possible in the Globe of 2005.  Drawn from a lost Greek play, The Storm is the most popular of Plautus’ Roman comedies.  Descending from the heavenly sphere of the gods to the mortal world, Arcturus raises a mighty storm.  For Labrax, a “procurer” of women, the storm brings ruin.  For his female captives it offers a chance of escape.    

THE WILD DUCK (Drama)

A rare opportunity to see one of Ibsen’s greatest plays, in a new version by David Eldridge.  Should the truth be pursued, whatever the cost?  The idealistic son of a wealthy businessman seeks to expose his father’s duplicity and to free his childhood friend from the lies on which his happy home life is based.  Directed by the Donmar’s Artistic Director, Michael Grandage.
TOM’S MIDNIGHT GARDEN (Drama)

A haunting adaptation of the classic children’s book for everyone aged 8 plus.  

Tom’s been sent to stay with his aunt and uncle whilst his brother recovers from the measles. He’s bored and lonely, until late one night he hears the grandfather clock strike thirteen.  He creeps downstairs to investigate and, opening the door to the garden, discovers another world.

SECTION 4
Events and Festivals


ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING

Following successful descriptions in May and July, Vocaleyes will now be working with Club Attitude to describe their bi-monthly live music club nights.  September will see Club Attitude vs. Club Wotever with a night of cross-dressing cabaret, boundary crossing music and naughty comedy.

Bar Academy, Carling Academy, 16 Parkfield Street, London, N1 

Wednesday 21st September & Wednesday 30th November 7pm to 11pm.






For latest band line ups visit www.clubattitude.co.uk or contact Paul Bonham on 020 7388 2227

LIBERTY, LONDON'S DISABILITY RIGHTS FESTIVAL
Now in its third year, Liberty is a free one-day outdoor festival that champions disability rights and showcases the work of disabled artists and performers. Organised by the Mayor of London in association with Greater London Action on Disability, Vocaleyes are pleased to be describing Liberty 2005.
Trafalgar Square, London

Saturday 3rd September 1pm – 6pm






For up to the minute programme details and access information please go to www.london.gov.uk or call 020 7983 4277.

SECTION 5 
Museums Galleries and Heritage Sites

On the Museums front we are pleased to inform you about the British Museum COMPASS website project. Vocaleyes will soon start working on a very exciting project with the COMPASS website team at the British Museum. A tour of some 20 objects will be made accessible to blind and partially sighted users through downloadable audio description and descriptive text. The project is in its very early days but we will keep you posted as it develops and of course let you know when it goes live.

 

Our collaboration with Tate Britain will also hopefully continue into the autumn as we discuss updates for the audio tour. As always, for those who have already listened to the tours, any comments you have would be very welcome. 

 

Having carried out description training for volunteers at Hampton Court Palace, we are looking forward to working with other members of their staff in the autumn. 

Visual Arts Exhibitions

V&A, Cromwell Road, South Kensington, LONDON, SW7 2RL
NEW PAINTINGS GALLERIES

Large print and Braille description books of selected paintings with raised images are available.

Admission: free

For further information call Barry Ginley on 020 7942 2766

www.vam.ac.uk
Tate Britain, Millbank, LONDON, SW1P 4RG

COLLECTIONS 1500 - 2005

Two audio tours of the historic and contemporary collections.

Admission: free

For further information call 020 7887 8734

www.tate.org.uk/britain
Christchurch Mansion, Christchurch Park, IPSWICH, IP4 2BE

CONSTABLE ROOM
Recorded descriptions of Constable’s paintings

Admission: free

For further information call 01473 433 554

SECTION 6
About the Vocaleyes experience. This section includes details on how to book, Introductory Tapes, Touch Tours, Headsets, and Transport. 

How to book

For a theatrical performance, call the bookings number given with the individual show in section number two of this newsletter.  Please ensure that you tell the operator that you are booking for a Vocaleyes described performance, so that you qualify for any ticket discounts. You will then be asked a series of questions relating to your booking, for example how many headsets you require.  This is to enable us and the venue to best prepare for your visit.

If you would like to go to a gallery or heritage site, there is no need to make a booking in advance.  For access or other information, please use the contact numbers given in section five.

Introductory Tapes

For every show you book, an introductory tape will be sent out a few days in advance of the performance.  Side A of the tape provides a description of the sets, costumes and characters in the production.  Side B gives information on the theatre’s accessibility, facilities and layout, and tells you how to get there.  Fifteen minutes before the performance is due to start, the describers will repeat the information on Side A, updating you on any changes.

Touch Tours

Vocaleyes tries to ensure that a free touch tour is made available before each performance. The touch tour is an opportunity to go on stage and take a closer look at the set and props and, where possible, meet some of the cast. Tours generally take place an hour and a half before the show begins and last for up to 30 minutes. 

Headsets

The Vocaleyes headset is a simple and discreet stethoscope design.  It is lightweight, hangs down from both ears and has an easy to use on-off switch that also controls the volume level.

Transport

TRIPSCOPE is a national information line that can give advice on any transport concerns you may have. It specialises in people with impaired mobility and can put you in touch with organisations that may be able to help.  You can contact Tripscope on 08457 58 56 41. Calls are charged at your local rate.

Contacting Vocaleyes
The information in this newsletter is also available in Braille, clear print and audio cassette.  If you wish to receive it in a different format please contact us at:

First Floor

54 Commercial Street

London

E1 6LT

Telephone: 020 7375 1043

Fax: 020 7247 5622

Email: enquiries@vocaleyes.co.uk
www.vocaleyes.co.uk
