METRO NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2005 

Inside this issue: Metro AGM/Quiz-Fantastic Fundraisers-Cricket Agm-Athletics Festival/Competition-Back to Beito-Weekend Get together-Football Appeal-Running on Camera

AGM/QUIZNIGHT 14TH DECEMBER 2005 AT St GEORGES TAVERN. It’s very close to Victoria Underground Station (where the cricketers are holding their AGM). As usual and by popular demand, we will have a Quiz straight after the AGM.  The Club as a whole is going from strength to strength but we need your support, particularly as the Committee are still in need of some help.  Now really would be a good time to see if you can help us out!         

To get you in the mood for the Quiz, there are a few Sports/Metro Trivia questions throughout this newsletter for you to try (provided by our experienced sportsman, Mike Brace – thanks Mike).  You will also find some sporting quotations which I thought may be of some amusement.

Q.1. In Which year, did Paralympic games first have events for the visually impaired in them? A.1976
 

FANSTASTIC FUNDRAISERS: Well done to Gordon Bains, Ron and  Doreen Flanders, Jo Meeham, and David Mears who did a station collection at Charing Cross Station.  The five of them raised £396.89 which is a fantastic effort, particularly for a small number of people and also in light of 2005 being a tremendously demanding year for fund raising due to recent global events. 

CRICKET AGM.  As already briefly mentioned, the Cricketers are holding their own AGM in the same venue as the club AGM.  The date for that is 10th November 2005.  I’m sure all the cricketers are aware but should any other metro members wish to join them, contact Bryn Reynolds on 0208-337-7934.  

Sporting Quotations 

When’s the game itself going to begin?  Groucho Marx , Us Actor (1895-1977)  whilst watching a cricket match at Lords.

I want to play cricket.  It doesn’t seem to matter if you win or lose.  Meatloaf, US Singer

Cricket is basically Baseball on Valium.  Robin Williams, US Actor

 

INDOOR SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS FESTIVAL AND COMPETITION: SATURDAY 19TH November 2005 at Score, 100 Oliver Road, Leyton, E10 5JY.  Enter by no later than 16th November 2005, contact Alan Whetherly, LSF (contact details at the end of the newsletter).  

CLUB WEEKEND AWAY: We would like to have a long overdue weekend away together as a club, with as many members as possible, along with their families, including children to come and join us. The Venue is the Action For Blind People’s Russell Hotel in Bognor Regis. It will take place on the weekend of 17th, 18th and 19th February 2006. Subsidised cost of £25 per night to Metro members, £34 per night for non-members, £19 per nigh for children between 10 -13 and children under 10 go free. Prices include breakfast & evening meal!  Deposit of £40 per adult and £10 per child to be paid by 14th December 2005.  Please send to Roy Smith or hand cheques to Roy at the AGM. Activities will include Tandem cycling (with Merton Cycle Club) along with watersports (the hotel has it’s own pool), putting, horse racing, karoke, treasure hunt, live music and possibility even some sailing (subject to confirmation). Promises to be a good weekend though so do give it your full consideration. Any queries, contact any of the Committee members (Roy Smith, Henry Bufford, Bill Reynolds or myself, Dawn Anderson – my email is dawney_a@yahoo.co.uk).       

BEITO BECKONS:  This is of course the time of year to think about preparing for cross country ski-ing in Beitostolen.  It will be from March 26th to April 2nd 2006.  Mike Brace is the contact/co-ordinatoer for the Uk and he has confirmed that the likely cost is £350 plus whatever the individual can book the flight for. This excludes ski hire (costs £25 or so) and entry into the Ridder Rennet event (about £20) and personal insurance. Anyone interested should contact Mike at VISION 2020 UK, 80 Elms Farm Road, Hornchurch, Essex, RM12 5RD. Tel: 01708 456832 

Sporting Quotation: “Ski-ing: the art of catching cold and going broke while rapidly heading nowhere at great personal risk”!  Unknown.  

New Football Opportunities (Appeal from our very own Footie Fan, Andy McKeating – good luck with this Andy)

Would you like to play football?  A new league has been set up and Metro is very keen to put a team into the league. Below is a statement from the new league, which is primarily based in the South/South East, there are due to be some get togethers and friendly matches in the very near future.  Please read the information below and if you are interested in playing then please contact me on the contact details at the bottom of the article.  
 

The ‘Football Association for the Visually Impaired’ (FAVI) is a new organisation set up to Develop and Promote the needs of visually Impaired children and adults 

 

The Association was formed in September 2005 by a group of experienced visually impaired footballers and committee members of visually impaired organisations who felt that the sport was under developed and the opportunity to play the game was being lost.

 

The Aims

· ·       To enable visually impaired children and adults to participate in football at any level

· ·       Promote the football interests of visually impaired people

· ·       To develop a national Junior and Senior league

· ·       To provide visually impaired people the opportunity to compete against people with there own ability.


We want to enable participation and promote the sporting interests and the needs of visually impaired people, also to work to enable individuals to lead a full sporting as well as a social life. 



The Association can help with the development of: 

· Networks of individuals, clubs, voluntary and sporting organisations and other bodies 

· Projects, which support young people, to get involved in school and community sport groups and partnerships with other leading disability organisations. 

· Projects to develop opportunities for children and young adults to develop their football skills. 

Our experience allows us to provide a unique insight with a unique identity in order to further develop and promote sports for the blind and visually impaired

 

What the organisation can offer you?

· ·       The opportunity to participate in national and local football matches.

· ·       An opportunity to meet new people with similar eye conditions

· ·       Beginners to top level sports people are welcome – FAVI members represent the UK at national and international events.

 

To achieve our goals, we encourage all visually impaired people to get involved in different sports and physical activities

 

If you would like to know more about the Football Association or get involved please contact:

 

Andy Mckeating

Email: amckeating@favi.co.uk
Telephone: 020 8200 5731 Evening

Telephone: 07939 992183  Daytime

Sporting Quotation “That’s great.  Tell him he’s Pele and get him back on”.  John Lambie, Football Manager on being told that a concussed striker did not know who he was.

Q2. Where did the 1976 Paralympics take place?  A. Canada
Q3. How many chairman have metro had? A.3, Mike Brace, Graham Salmon and Roy Smith

“FROM START TO FINISH”. Look out for this new BBC1 documentary series which is currently being made and follows 12 people who want to take part in the London Marathon next year. It charts the training progress of the competitors which include visually impaired.  

Sporting Quotation “If you want to know what you will look like in 10 years, look in the mirror after you’ve run a marathon”.  Jeff Scaff, Distance Runner. 

Websites  In light of the last few newsletters in which various useful websites for visually impaired have featured,we thought it would be useful to compile our own resource list to put on our website.  We would be grateful therefore if you let us know of any websites you think other members would find beneficial. For those who take their sport seriously, WWW.inclusivefitness.com is worth a look!  
Contact  Dawn Anderson if you have any news/views for the next newsletter.    Email dawney_a@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 0207-973-3632 

For other sporting news for visually impaired, from our partner in crime, LSF, contact:

 Alan Whetherley, LSF (London Sports Forum) email: alan@londonsportsforum.org.uk or tel: 020-7354-8666 or check out www.londonsportsforum.org.uk
Don’t forget you can check out Metro’s website too!

SEE YOU AT THE AGM!

	BBS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2005-2006

Tel: 01926 424247 email: info@britishblindsport.org.uk

Web site www.britishblindsport.org.uk


	November 2005

	5
	Football: Junior five-a-side tournament
	Birmingham
	David Beardsmore 07968 480824

	5
	BBS cricket section AGM
	RNIB London
	Damion Corrigan 07956464653

	6
	Arsenal VI football
	Highbury
	Alan Whetherly 

020 7354 8666

	12
	Charlton VI football
	Bexley
	Alan Whetherly 

020 7354 8666

	15
	Junior athletics development day
	Solihull
	Sheila Carey 

02476 314836

	19
	Athletics festival and competition
	Waltham Forest
	Alan Whetherly 

020 7354 8666

	19
	Tottenham Hotspur VI football
	White Hart Lane
	Alan Whetherly 

020 7354 8666

	19-20
	Goalball: AGM tournament and meeting
	Walsall
	James Risdon 01733 567988

	23-Dec 3
	Football: European championship
	Malaga
	Tony Larkin 

01432 265725

	24
	BBS Board of Trustees meeting
	RNIB London
	Nikhil Nair 

01223 368353

	26
	Tenpin summer doubles league finals
	TBA


	Gillian Parker 

01525 860805

	December 2005

	4
	Arsenal VI football
	Highbury
	Alan Whetherly 

020 7354 8666

	10
	Charlton VI football
	Bexley
	Alan Whetherly

 020 7354 8666

	10
	Tottenham Hotspur VI football
	White Hart Lane
	Alan Whetherly 

020 7354 8666

	January 2006

	14
	BBS National Council meeting
	TBA
	Head Office 

01926 424247

	21
	Football: BBS/England FA Open League
	RNC Hereford
	Tony Larkin 

01432 265725

	21-22
	BBS National Shooting Champs
	Wolverhampton
	Ken Nash 

01442 842443

	TBA
	Goalball: John Oakley tournament
	Manchester
	James Risdon 01733 567988

	
	
	
	

	February 2006

	25
	Football: BBS/England FA Open League
	RNC Hereford
	Tony Larkin 

01432 265725

	TBA
	Goalball: experienced tournament
	London
	James Risdon 01733 567988

	TBC
	Archery: coaching weekend
	Lilleshall


	Sue Habgood 

01273 515877


