
Dear Member

Hello and welcome to another issue of Metro’s Newsletter where we hope to bring you all the latest news from your favourite sports and social club.  Don’t forget that you can now also see the newsletter on our website www.metroblindsport.org.  We’re also always pleased to hear your views and ideas, so go on, give us a call.

Unfortunately this month I am the bearer of sad news, that being the recent death of three Metro members: Allen Nokes, John Lewis and Robbie Bryden.  Other members have put together some kind words in memory of them.

A FAIRWELL TRIBUTE TO ALLEN NOKES

I first met Allen on the cricket field at Barclays Bank SC in 1978 where I soon realised that this small in stature man was larger than life itself.  He was in his element as captain of the team barking out a constant mixture of instructions, encouragement’s, sarcasm’s, witticisms, and general chit chat not only to his own team but also to the opposition.  After the match I was informed by his friends that he had recently lost not only his brother but also his mum and dad who had all died within a short time of each other and left him with only one close relative, his niece Heather.  Perhaps, this says a lot about his character with his determination to grasp life at every opportunity.

Allen was one of the founder members of Barclays cricket team, and soon played a big part in various committee roles, sorting out fixtures, and looking for avenues into other sports such as football and athletics.  This led to a good liaison with Metro and a very good camaraderie was developed between the two clubs for many years competing, socialising and drinking together at many sports and social events.

As well as cricket Allen competed in various other events such as football, darts, pool and athletics where he won a few medals in the veterans sprint events at both the Metro and Manchester games (I think most of his training was done in the pub making a quick dash from the bar when it was his round? Only joking).  He also played cricket regularly for the renowned George Simmons Cavaliers alongside many of Metro’s veteran players.

In 1987 he developed a serious heart condition when he nearly lost his life resulting in a major bypass operation and being fitted with a pacemaker.  Soon after recovery he took up bowls and some years later he participated in ten pin bowling as well. 

Two years after the demise of Barclays he joined Metro to enable him to continue his sporting life.  Allen was playing both sports with enthusiasm representing Metro in many bowls tournaments regularly up until April this year when he appeared at Finsbury Park to play ten pin looking very poorly and complaining of flu type symptoms.  Against the wishes of his team mates he decided to play his game and it turned out to be his last social outing as he was eventually diagnosed as having contracted septicemia.  Allen died 12 days later in Northwick Park Hospital on April 25th aged 64.

Over 80 people and a dozen guide dogs attended Ruslip Crematorium to pay tribute to Allen Nokes on his final journey which was evidence of the fondness and respect many people had for the man.  He will be sadly missed.

By Gordon Bains on behalf of members and friends of Metro.
OBITUARY FOR JOHN LEWIS

It is with great sadness that we report the death of former Metro member John Lewis who died last March.

John was a bowler and an excellent one at that.  John achieved many honours with Metro, but will best be remembered for his pair’s championship wins.  Firstly with Jim Bithell and then with Anan Lyne they dominated the pairs competitions throughout the ‘90’s.  However one honour to elude John was not to be selected for his country – he somehow was overlooked.  John also served on the Metro committee.  He will be sadly missed by his family and friends.

Bill Reynolds
Robbie Bryden

It is with much sadness that I have to inform members of the death of Robbie Bryden.  Robbie, aged 50, died after suffering a heart attack on April 4th.  I am sure that every Metro member will want to join me in sending our warmest thoughts and condolences to Robbie’s wife Carrie, and his two daughters, Claire and Sarah.  

Metro cricket records will show that Robbie was one of the best all round cricketers to represent the club.  He was later to apply the same degree of technical ability and competitiveness to golf, at which he achieved considerable success.  I know Robbie was immensely proud of having accompanied Ian Botham on part of his Lands End to John O’Groats fund raising venture, he also provided Ian’s physiotherapy needs during that event.

One of Metro’s major achievements since the club’s formation has been its ability to bring so many different people together at just the right time in their own lives.  I know that Robbie valued the friendship and support he found within the club during his time in London before he and his family moved to Devon.

We will all remember Robbie with much affection.

Allan Mabert May 2003


Members please be aware that last year’s accounts have now been audited and sent to the Charity Commission.  Anyone wishing to see a copy of the accounts should write to the committee.  

MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSIDIES

Metro have always tried to encourage individuals and teams participating in sports by giving out fair subsidies when requested.  At present the club’s finances are lower than they have been in previous years and, as a result, subsidies which are now given out may be lower.  

Membership fees were due on 1st April.  We will not be in a position to give subsidies to individuals who have not renewed their membership by the end of May – so if you have not already done so PLEASE DO SO NOW.  

Obviously this does not apply to new members, or to under 16’s who can join free.  We have been encouraged by the number of new members this year, it is always good to see new faces.

As for the financial situation, if anyone has any fundraising ideas we would like to hear from them, and would consider them very seriously.

Good news (yes, there is some!) is that the P-fund, in memory of Pete Young, has now raised £2928 which is excellent news.  Congratulations and thank you to all those who have contributed.  Let’s keep it up.


METRO GAMES

All those keen athletes out there, do not forget that Metro’s National Athletic Championships takes place on Saturday 21st June 2003 at Waltham Forest Pool and Track.  It is always a good day out with quality competition.  Please make sure you send your application forms back.

Please note that the pool tournament will not be held at its usual location in Kentish Town.  Look out for details of the new venue or telephone Dawn Anderson on 020 8803 9728.

As always a buffet and disco will take place in the evening when people can unwind after the day’s events.  Please contact Roy Smith on 020 8255 7788 for any further details.

Theatre Night Out

We are organising a bargain night out at the Theatre on Monday 7th July 2003.  We have tickets to see Chicago at the Adelphi Theatre on the Strand priced at £25 (originally £41).  The seats are located centrally in the first two rows of the theatre.  It is a fantastic price and is set to be a really memorable night out.  We will need to know how many people are interested in coming and be in receipt of cheques by 14th June.  For further details and to indicate your interest please contact Maureen Brace on 01708 456 832.   

CRICKET

For any youngsters who wish to try their hand at cricket, please note that a youth cricket session will take place on 1st June between 10am and 12 noon at the Middlesex C.C. Indoor Cricket School, East End Road, Finchley N3 2TA (nearest tube Finchley Central).  For those in South London a session will take place on 15th June between 11am and 3pm at the ground in Plough Lane, Wallington, Surrey SM6 8JQ (nearest station Waddon BR).  Parents and friends are welcome.  The session will include match play as well as coaching.  Players should bring their own pack lunch.  More sessions are planned for the summer.

We have been encouraged by the new faces at the senior cricket games this year.  If you are interested in joining in please contact Heindrich Swanepoel on 0208 316 8066.


At the beginning of May a group of Metro members, family and friends attended an evening at the Wimbledon Greyhound stadium.  An excellent fun night was had by all.  The choice of food on the menu was particularly good (and it even tasted nice as well!).  Unfortunately I ended the night in debit rather than credit, having won the first race and losing every other, but then you can't win 'em all.  I do know others who did make quite a healthy profit and I’ll be sitting beside them when we next go!  

Nine of our members went ski-ing in Norway in April and had a thoroughly enjoyable time.  I understand the standards were as good as ever.  Notably Ken Bodden, Jim Denton and Pete Longuet all received plaques for being long term attendees at the weekly event so congratulations to them.    


Carrick Sports have put together packages for people interested in travelling to Paris this August to see the World Athletics Championships.  Packages including transport, hotel and tickets start from £349pp.  For more information telephone 01926 511555.

The Flora Light 5K Women’s Challenge takes place on Sunday 14 September 2003 in Hyde Park.  Entry is £12.  All proceeds go to The London Chest Hospital Intensive Care Unit.  For an application Form phone Pat or Jas on 020 8983 2345.

And so to the end of yet another Newsletter.  If you do have any articles or ideas for future newsletters then email them to me at debs_downton@yahoo.co.uk.  We always like to hear your views.  In the meantime have a good summer, and hope to see you at the National Athletic Championships in June.
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