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METRO SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2006

Hasn’t the weather been fantastic?  Hope it continues for our Metro Games and also our summer barbecue coming up.  In this edition we have some sad news to report but also some happy news too.  We also have: Ten Pin Triumph - Summer Barbecue - Hot Summer Nights -Football Fever – Events for Junior & LSF - In The Dark - Cricket Crazy - Race & Fun Run-Diary dates for Runners and Sailors! 

IN MEMORY OF:

CHARLIE BASTEN. Our oldest member sadly died and the following tribute is paid by Mo Brace. Many members will already know about the sad death of Charlie Bastie! Charlie, who was aged 96, was a member of Metro for many years and took part in many of the events in the early days and latterly kept his interest up in Bowls. Charlie's funeral took place on Monday 5th June, at Barham Crematorium, Dover.  Metro has made a donation to the Dover and Walmer Life Boat Association in his memory.

Jim Collinson. Again many members will already be aware of Jim’s sad passing and the following tribute comes from Gordon Bains & friends:  Brave Jim Collinson's 6 month battle for life ended on the 12th May 2006 in St Charles Hospital Ladbroke Grove aged 72.  He died of a brain tumour which was the original cause of his loss of sight when he was very young (Retinal Blastoma the same condition as Peter Young had).

Jim who joined metro to enable him to continue his bowls after the closure of Barclays SC was originally a stalwart of Barclays VI cricket team and very well known to the Metro cricket OB in particular.  He epitomised the great spirit and camaraderie of those golden days of blind cricket in the 70s & 80s.  After enjoying a match Jim would be one of the first at the bar buying a drink for everyone and enjoying the banter between the two teams. I am sure he will be remembered for his good nature, humour, kindness and will be sadly missed. "in other words he was a great guy."

Moving on, as in life and everything else, we have happy news too…..

WEDDING BELLS FOR HENRY: Congratulations to our Club Secretary, who gets married this Summer (his wedding clashes with the Metro Games so he won’t be there this year). As previously reported, he recently had a baby and is also due to move house so how he fits it all in with work, club secretary and everything else, I don’t know.  Congratulations again Henry!

TEN-PIN TRIUMPH. The Metro Ten-Pin team made it to the Finals of the BBS Tournament. I don’t have details as yet, but hopefully I can report more in the next newsletter, but well done to those who participated.

METRO GAMES.  These will have taken place before you get this newsletter so I will report on this in the next edition. I am happy to report however that we have over 100 entries so far which is fantastic news (must be a record surely?). Roy, Alan and all the officials will have their work cut out this year! 

SUMMER BARBECUE IN MERTON (very close to Colliers Wood tube station on the Northern Line). I can confirm that this event will go ahead on 15th July 2006 and will be held from 4.00 pm until about 9.30 or thereabouts. It is £3.00 per Metro member and £5.00 to non-members as other family members and friends are most welcome.  Children under 16 go free but please let us know about children coming in advance so we can order enough food! This is mainly a good Metro/Merton get together but you will have an opportunity to try Turbo biking, indoor bowls, darts and drinking. Deadline for cheques to be received is the 08th July 2006.  Cheques are to be sent to Jane Benjamin. Her address is: 20 Cambourne Road, Lower Morden, Surrey, SM4 4JJ.  Ring Jane now (tel number 020 8542 0492) and support this joint club event.  I hope to see many of you at the very reasonably priced bar!!!

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS! On the subject of Merton, for those living in and around, or willing to travel to Merton, why not join Merton Cycle Club.  Great way to get fit, especially during these hot summer evenings. Cool down in the breeze with a cycle down country lanes.  It’s not all hard work as it would be with competitive cycling. Contact Henry Bufford on  0208-921-3079. Give him a chance to get back from his honeymoon though!

FOOTBALL FEVER.  I’m sure most of you are enjoying the world cup. If it’s inspired you to have a kick-around, why not contact Andy McKeating who has organised the following ‘friendly’ football match:

 

The Football Association of the Visually Impaired (FAVI) have arranged a friendly 11-a-side football match against a sighted junior pub team. If you would like to take part in this match please contact Andy Mckeating on the details below.
 

The Date - Sunday 9th July, yes I realise that this is the world cup final day but that is not due to kick off until 7pm.
Our Kick off time - 2.00pm
The Venue – Market Road football pitches London N7, Caledonian Road is the nearest tube.  Bus routes – 10, 17, 91, 0259 or 274.
 

The manager of the pub is very keen to support VI Football and this is a good opportunity to promote METRO and FAVI and VI participation, the pub will provide us with a buffet for the after match celebrations.
Andy Mckeating 
Tel: 020 8200 5731 evenings     07939 183992 daytime 
email mckeatinga@csp.org.uk <mailto:mckeatinga@csp.org.uk> 
www.favi.co.uk <http://www.favi.co.uk> 
IN THE DARK: I’ll bet you’re wondering what this article is all about? Well, we’d like to have another Metro get together in a restaurant where you have your meal in the dark! The name Dans le Noir literally translates as in the dark! Though it has a French name and the food has a French influence, it has a variety of food on the menu.  It is a new venture based in Clerkenwell (nearest tube, Farringdon) where blind waiters and waitress serve the food.  It’s to give non-blind visitors the opportunity to see what it’s like to be blind in a restaurant (pardon the pun).  If you would like to try this experience or invite friends and family to experience blindness in a restaurant, then contact Debbie Downton on 020-8773-3934.  We initially want to gauge interest and determine when would be the most suitable date to go but we are aiming for a Thursday, Friday or Saturday in early August! We aim to book the second sitting which is 8.30pm though there is a bar area where we can meet up beforehand.  People seem to either love or hate the idea but I think it’s nice to try new things! Life would be very dull otherwise! It’s only one evening after all!

Sporting Quotation: If I could win Wimbledon 10 times, I’d be happy.  Marie Sharapova, Tennis Player  (doesn’t want much does she? Ed)

CRICKET CRAZY; 19TH August is the key date for Cricket fans as this is the date for the BBS Cricket Final.  I should mention however that the Chairman’s Eleven is before that, on 12th August so contact Roy if you’re interested in finding out more about that.  Getting back to the BBS Final, Metro have a great record so hope to be competing in that. Should I go as far as saying that some members would probably be a little shocked if Metro didn’t make it to the Fina!? Well we are in the semi-finals so looking hopeful.  Here’s a report on some of what the Cricketers have been up to, from the man in the know, Dave Townley:

METRO AND SHARKS DRAW AT HIGHGATE (Saturday 20th May at Highgate). 

Metro opened their BCEW National League campaign in a drawn match with Sussex Sharks at Highgate. It was of great credit to the players of both clubs, and the umpires, that they were able to complete a match in weather conditions that were more akin to the Highlands in February than Highgate in mid-May. Cold, blustering wind, and persistent rain.

Metro won the toss, elected to bat, and were quickly into their stride. Rory Field had a fine innings of 85, and shared partnerships of, 93 with Adam Benjamin (30), and 72 with David Townley (28), as they went about setting a decent total. Matt Dean put the ‘icing on the cake’ with a quick-fire 41 not-out, in a 59-run partnership with Bryn Reynolds (12). Metro duly declared on 243 for 3 off 28 overs. The Sharks bowlers worked hard on what was a damp lifeless wicket. Dan Field (1-12), Mark Burchell (1-22), and Andy Dalby-Welsh (1-48), were their wicket-takers.

In reply, Sussex were hard-pressed to chase the total in the face of some tight bowling (Rory Field 0-3 in 5overs) on a dead wicket getting wetter by the minuite. Openers Dan Field (18) and Dalby-Welsh (5) held out doggedly until the latter was bowled by Rob Kershaw (1-13). Heindrich Swanepoel enhanced Metros chances of a victory with some excellent bowling taking 3 for 20, and a good catch off the bowling of Townley (1-37). The visitors were reduced to 49 for 5. ‘Cometh the hour, cometh the legend!’ Geoff Smith now joined Simon Ledwith at the crease,  and together put on 45 (19no and 16no respectively) in determined fashion to see out a deserved draw.

Sporting QuotatioN: Cricket is the only game that you can actually put on weight when playing.  Tommy Doherty, Football Pundit. ( If he’s a football pundit, why is he commenting on cricket? Ed)

Metro Trivia: Q. which school ran evening classes for Metro for many years? A. Holland Park School
 

Q. what classes were run? A. swimming, cross country ski training and football. 

RACE & FUN RUN FOR JUNIORS AND ADULTS: There is a 10k race, a 3k fun run and a 1 mile juniors (under 13) fun run so could be a real family event. It takes place on 16TH July 2006 (day after our barbecue) in Victoria Park, Hackney.  We did feature this in a previous newsletter but thought we’d give you another chance to consider it if you haven’t already entered.  To find out more, call Pat or Annoiette on 0208-983-2345.  Note closing date for entries is 10th July 2006.     

DIARY DATE FOR RUNNERS; Sunday 29th October 2006.  A half-marathon will be held at Barns Green Village. Find out more in the next newsletter or alternatively check out www.barnesgreen-half.org.uk
Sporting Quotation: The first time I see a Jogger smiling, I’ll consider it.  Joan Rivers, US Comedienne on when she will start jogging.

DIARY DATES FOR SAILORS: Just a reminder from a previous edition, for those interested in sailing:

VI No.2 (7 days)

Dates:
Friday 8th Sept. – Thursday 14th Sept.
Cost:
£175.00

VI No. 3 (3 days)

Dates:
Friday 6th October – Sunday 8th October

Cost:
£75.00

This voyage includes entry into the Small Ships Race organised by ASTO (Association of Sail Training Organisations) which means priority will be given to crew under 25 years of age.

Times:
Both voyages depart from Universal Shipyard at 11.00hs and return by 16.00hrs.

Remember - a 50% deposit secures your berth.  For enquiries, contact Amanda Green: 

agreen.home@freeuk.com

That’s about all for now folks but look out for our Vice-President Mike Brace who features on London Sounds. Also please note that your Membership Secretary Mo Brace has a separate email from that of Mike Brace.  The only difference is that you should put an o after the m and before the dot! Oh heck, it’s mo.brace@vision2020uk.org
20 SEPTEMBER 2006 - INDEPENDENT LIVING LONDON 2006:
Venue: Alexandra Palace
Independent Living London is dedicated to serving VIs information needs and there's no better place to catch up with all the latest aids for achieving an independent lifestyle.  Anyone interested in attending the event can book tickets on 0870 429 4372 or register online at www.independentlivingevents.co.uk
JUNIOR/SENIOR ATHLETICS – CANTERBURY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2006

We are staging an athletics day on September 30th at the Canterbury High school track.  Jonathan Ward needs potential athletes to come probably from the age of ten up (no upper limit). There are good coaches attending who will receive awareness training so the new athletes will be well supported.  Most importantly the day should be fun!! There will be coaching sessions in the morning and competition in the afternoon.  Contact Jonathan by e-mail dudward@aol.com, those traveling from London contact Alan Whetherly on 020 7354 8666 for transport arrangements.
SPORTSCONNECT CAMP – 21ST – 25TH AUGUST 2006

There will be football, basketball, swimming, trampolining and much more taking place at St Paul’s Girls’ School, Brook Green, Hammersmith, London. Contact Alan Whetherly on 020 7354 8666.
LONDON COMMUNITY CRICKET – 25TH AUGUST 2006

There will be taking place in Wallington followed by a BBQ - contact Alan Whetherly on 020 7354 8666 or alan@londonsportsforum.org.uk
Dawn Anderson (020 8803 9728)
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